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ACT justly 

    LOVE mercy 

         WALK humbly 







Greetings! 
 
I want to start by saying thank you so much for taking an interest in Micah 6 Community and 
what we have accomplished last year. Whether you’re a donor, a volunteer, a fan of our work, or 
someone who is learning about us for the first time, I hope that you find the information herein 
helpful. You’ll learn more about Sprout, our gardens, our church plant and our community 
events in this booklet. You will see the hard work of many people-- our team, our neighbors, our 
supporters and the many volunteers who put in time, energy, sweat, dreams and vision.  
 
Secondly, I wanted to take a moment to brag on our team for a moment. Many of them are  
participating in Micah 6 Community at great personal sacrifice. Dylan left a great job in  
Canada, Bethany a great job in Arkansas, and Carrie is practically working an unpaid second job 
to keep us on the right track financially. Everyone on our team is here because they believe in 
our work, see the difference it is making, and have decided to live for a greater purpose. They 
are amazing people, and one of the great honors that come along with leading Micah 6  
Community is that I get to work along side people like them. 
 
2017 was a year of great growth. I tell people often that Micah 6 started rolling quickly a long 
time ago and we are all running to catch up with it. That’s the result of great friends, great needs 
and exciting developments. 
 
This year, we hosted groups all the way from Boston, Corpus Cristi, Dallas (Texas and Oregon),  
Sacramento, Cincinnati, and Fort Wayne. We housed several travelers who only had a day or 
two to come see what it was all about. We have many friends around southeast Michigan who 
are so regular around here we wish they’d just move in. If Micah 6 is about anything, it is about 
great relationships.  
 
As we move into 2018, we are looking at another great year. We will begin serious movement on 
the Webster Community Center, we will continue growing our church plant, and we will have 
even more space to garden and grow to feed our city. Additionally, we hope to be bringing more 
of our team mates on to payroll in order to have them here full-time and allow them lives  
outside of our work. It’s time to take care of our team so that we can continue taking care of our 
community for the coming years.   
 
We are already grateful for the role you’ll play in those next steps whether it is funder,  
encourager, worker or all of the above. We only get to do what we do because of the love of so 
many others.  Thank you, from the most sincere place. Thank you 
 
 
Coleman Yoakum 
Executive Director 



Our VISION  
Improve Health and Wellness 

Our city, like much of America, struggles with food inequality. Our neighborhood is (currently) a USDA  

designated food desert and with transportation struggles, healthy food is out of reach for many of our friends 

and neighbors. 

We started with one vacant lot, growing vegetables.  Then we purchased another lot, planting 20 apple 

trees.  Today, we are working with more than 2 acres of land trying to grow healthy food, which we  

redistribute in our community through gardens, the Sprout Fresh Food Store and pop up produce markets. 

 

Neighborhood Stabilization 

Our community has a history of turmoil-- petty crime, drugs, high turn over, high vacancy, kids with  

nothing to do and no prospects of change.  Hurdles like this keep neighbors from taking pride in the  

community and planting roots.   

Neighborhood stabilization means focusing on a couple of key areas in our neighborhood, making those  

better, which we've seen make a difference in how long neighbors stay in the community.  

 

Foster Spiritual Growth in Our Community 
Many of our neighbors are homeless, experiencing addiction, between houses, over-worked, stressed or 

struggling with mental health issues. A typical church is not a place many of them would feel comfortable, 

but we believe that is an important piece of human development and experience.  

A church that meets on a schedule best for our community, with a dress code we are comfortable, using  

language that makes sense for everyone is a key part of our work here. 

Our NEIGHBORS 

Friends. Parents. Siblings. Addicts. Homeless. Business Owners. Disabled. Sick. Healthy. Young. Old. 

Our neighbors walk every path of life and all add to the community that we now call home.  Each day brings 

new interactions with those in need, as well as those that want to give back.  Micah 6 supports neighbors as 

they move through difficult situations and through joyous celebrations.   



Our NEIGHBORHOOD 

Since we began in 2012, our neighborhood has changed a lot. We had many friends who were squatting in vacant houses, 

without electricity or water. Our neighborhood kids were roaming, largely unsupervised and without a place to land  

during the day. Almost as soon as neighbors moved in they were looking for another place to go-- people didn't want to 

stay here for long.  That being the case, no one was taking the time to get to know their neighbors.  

Today, we see many of the same struggles, while others are almost completely alleviated. The city has demolished 1200 

houses in Pontiac in the past few years, making many of our homeless friends move on to other places. Our neighbors now 

spend a lot of time with each other and outside at the parks and gardens we've created. Children hang out at our house, 

often parking the bikes that we gave them in our front yard. People here are still struggling in a lot of ways, but now, they 

aren't doing it alone.  



Support from Afar 

We can do a lot with a little! 

We tell people all the time that a little goes a long way in our community. When vacant lots are $10, 

we buy seeds in bulk and the things that our neighbors ask for the most is a ride to the grocery store, 

it doesn't take much to make a real difference. Our monthly supporters are literally coast to coast, 

across the United States and Canada and they are making a big difference every day.  

Making a difference in people’s lives  

starts at the local level.   

 

Having strong and stable neighborhoods 

helps us have a strong and stable country.   

 

Whether you are supporting your 

own neighborhood, or helping 

others support theirs, it is  

important to start somewhere. 



Our ROOTS 

Impoverished areas destroy stability.  Without assurance that your neighbors will be the same tomorrow, that your 

paycheck will keep coming in, or that food will be on your table each night, it is hard to have faith or hope in anything.  

When Micah 6 moved to 32 Newberry, the neighborhood was doubtful.  They were sure that these random twenty-

somethings would get bored or beat down by the town and eventually move on to better ventures.  Now, after five years, 

Micah 6 is a staple in the neighborhood.  Though other neighbors come and go, Micah 6 remains.   

 

In the past five years, starting with the house at 32 Newberry, Micah 6 has developed and expanded.  We currently own:  

• Two community houses where our team members live 

• Two empty lots that have been turned into gardens 

• 580 W Huron that houses our church, the Sprout Fresh Food Store and a soon-to-be coffee shop  

• Webster Elementary School which supports two green houses, our community barbeques, our sports games with the 

neighborhood children and has an amazing abandoned building which we will be turning into a community center 

Local Support 

Micah 6 Community could not do all that we do without our local volunteers from all over Southeast 

Michigan. These include office groups, classrooms, churches, homeschool groups and individuals. 

This year we hosted groups from Leadership Oakland, Chrysler, General Motors, Auch  

Construction, over forty church congregations, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Rochester College, Oakland 

University, and the University of Michigan. They've all made our progress possible and we are  

honored that they've all decided to serve through us.  



Classrooms 

Breaking GROUND 

In 2016, Micah 6  bought the abandoned Webster Elementary School to renovate it into 

a community center.  2017 brought great progress.  The schoolyard of Webster grew  

into a functional garden with two greenhouses, twelve garden beds and a small orchard.  

Neighbors began to request portions of garden for themselves to grow vegetables for 

their own families.  A wooden picnic table was added to the yard that became so  

successful in bringing the community out to spend time together, that a second table 

was added and more are on the way.  Micah 6 has been actively working with a  

consultant to develop the plan for Webster.  We are very excited for the journey of 

building a community center to continue for our neighborhood. 
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FRESH PRODUCE 

During the growing months, Sprout has a large number of  

gardens in the surrounding community that source our store. 

We are incredibly grateful to each of them including Calvary 

Lutheran Church in White Lake, Hess-Hathaway Park, Oakland 

Hills Community Garden, Oakland University Organic Garden 

and the Micah 6 Community gardens. Their work and dedication 

to the mission makes the work possible.  

Almost from the beginning, we knew that 

Sprout Fresh Food Store was something we 

were working toward. Our community lies 

more than a mile from the nearest store 

selling fresh produce.  With most of our 

neighbors struggling to find rides to the  

grocery store, doctors office and more, we 

knew that people weren't making the drives 

to buy healthy food and that their overall 

health was suffering. We'd need to open a 

produce store.  

That dream became a reality on January 28, 

2017 when Sprout finally opened it's doors-

- a small oasis in the middle of our food  

desert. In our first year of operation we've 

learned a lot about food, our customers and 

community.  We have many regulars who 

visit weekly. Many of them are excited to 

see Bethany, the vegetable lady or any  

number of our regular volunteers.  



LOCALS 

"I was excited when it opened, I can 

walk here about anytime of day and 

it’s clean and safe, and the kids like 

it here too, my nephew just loves 

Bethany. They feel really comfortable 

here and that’s why I tell people 

about it,” Waterman said. From an 

article in the Oakland Press, 

12/31/17  

POP-UP MARKETS 

Sprout hosted three produce  

pop-up markets around Oakland  

County.  These bring the local 

produce of Pontiac to a larger 

scale of consumers.   

MOBILE PRODUCE UNIT 

This year we acquired an ambulance that we will be  

retrofitting to serve as a mobile produce unit, driving 

through communities selling vegetables at a reduced price.  

We first publicly spoke about the project at Pontiac 

SOUP, a pitch competition for those with creative ideas to 

local problems. Our pitch was the winner and we were 

granted $1,500 to begin the work. We've also recently 

received a $10,000 grant from Flagstar Bank to complete 

the renovations.   

Kermit Williams, City Council President, visiting Sprout 



A new greenhouse, 15 new garden beds, a new chicken 

coup, and strong partnerships with other community  

gardens!  The Micah 6 Gardens flourished in 2017.   

4000 pounds of produce were grown this year, including 

12 different types of fruits and vegetables.  We were able to 

supplement supplies for Sprout Fresh Food Store as well as 

contribute free fresh produce to the tables of our neighbors. 

Micah 6 GARDENS 



UNDERGROUND CHURCH 

2017 was an amazing year for our church community.  We have had a lot  

of growth and we have welcomed in so many new people to be a part of  

our family.  We grew so much and so quickly, that we actually filled up  

our space that we are using for our Sunday night worship services.  We  

added a new Saturday night service that is welcome to adults in our  

neighborhood called Coffee and Hymns.  We have had several new families 

join our church, including several new children and thus have started a 

comprehensive kids program.  Our Home Bible Studies have grown and we  

   now have a Children, Teen, and Adult Bible  

    Study.  We are looking ahead to creating a  

      full-fledged Youth Ministry program in the  

         coming year.  However, beyond the  

           numbers and new ministries, what has  

            been most exciting has how God is  

           transforming individual lives, creating  

          new community, and spreading his love,  

       grace, and peace, all around our  

    neighborhood.  It has been an exciting year  

       and we look forward to being the hands and feet  

               of Jesus in the year to come!  

 



FROM NEIGHBORHOOD TO COMMUNITY 

Our neighborhood is an amazing melting pot. We have loved 

the diversity in our community from day one. We have so 

many backgrounds, ethnicities, education levels and abilities. 

What makes us more than a neighborhood is how we come 

together, work for a common good, and no matter where we 

come from, we want this to be a better place for each other. 

We can only do that by working toward this common goal and 

learning on each other. For a long time this was a  

neighborhood of strangers, now it is a community of friends. 

We are stronger together than we'd ever be alone.   





REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

OPERATING REVENUES 2017 2016 

     Donations and Grants $125950.92 $102216.63 

     Rent $11119.68 $12223.00 

     Resale Items $1495.10 $2821.64 

     Fundraising Events* $41.63 $2188.45 

     Loans $0.00 $5000.00 

     Other $2068.15 $1280.27 

Total Operating Revenues $140675.48 $125729.99 

OPERATING EXPENSES 2017 2016 

     Loan and Land Contract Payments $30297.14 $24422.98 

     Payroll $21887.11 $6006.48 

     Taxes, Licenses and Insurance $17919.60 $12984.25 

     Community Houses $13206.65 $13626.55 

     Gardens $11399.46 $3625.89 

     Gas, Travel and Vehicle Expense $9094.16 $11681.27 

     580 W Huron $8715.92 $20173.86 

     Webster $5243.95 $3992.27 

     SIPS $5063.83 $4001.12 

     Church** $3575.76 $446.13 

     Team and Volunteer Expenses $3221.56 $2510.61 

     Fundraising, Promotional and Mailers $3182.86 $4192.98 

     Events $2400.70 $1065.21 

     Neighborhood Meals and Support $2323.71 $957.14 

     Fundraising, Promotional and Mailers $1917.95 $3759.72 

     Sprout Fresh Food Store*** $1000.62 $339.87 

     Accounting, Legal and Banking Fees $975.41 $4338.97 

     Other $775.60 $501.42 

Total Operating Expenses $140284.04 $114867.00 

*No large-scale fundraising events were hosted by Micah 6 in 2017 (there were fundraising events hosted by other organizations for Micah 6) 

*2017 started tracking cash donations for church dinners (about $60 a week) 

**Sprout costs directly attributed to Micah 6 Community 



2017 SOURCES OF OPERATING REVENUE 

89.5% 

7.9% 

1% 

1.5% 

2017 DISTRIBUTION OF EXPENSES 

49.1% 

4.3% 

15.6% 

13.5% 

5.9% 

6.5% 

5% 



2017 LARGE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 



Thank you to our DONORS and PARTNERS 

Including: 

Linda and James Griggs Tintern Church of Christ Chuck and Kylie Lock 

Philip and Jean Nichols Carrie and Jacob Lozier Topper and Carole Long 

Jami and David Bever Chad Nicholson Chris and Jay Bristow 

Jacob and Laura Edwards Pontiac SOUP Jimmy and Angela Shaw 

Shaun McGuire Timothy McClelland Donald and Elaine Yuvan  

Thomas and Maribeth Wright Todd Hauser R and R Classics 

Ryli Snider James and Catherine Creighton  James and Karen Martin 

George and Jacqueline Williams  Aaron and Kelly Westerfield   

**Donors listed above have contributed $1000 or more** 



Coleman Yoakum 

Executive Director 

Dylan Pyeatt 

Church Plant Director 

Bethany Blackburn 

Manager of Sprout Fresh Food Store  

Carrie Hauser 

Financial Director 

Christian Frink 

Garden Director 

Micah 6 Executive Team 



Micah 6 Board of Directors 

Matt Nichols, President Kellie Stasilowicz, Vice President 

LeAnne Schmidt, Treasurer Josh Eckstein 

Al Patrick James McQueen 

Ken Fouty Megan DeClaire 

David and Lori Hurley Matthew Vorce 

  




